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ational Union of Udomen Teachers 


Telephone : 
MUSEUM 2768 39 GORDON SQUARE, 
VV ASR & 
May, 1933. 


Education Economies and the Budget 


A Memorandum issued by the National Union of Women Teachers to— 


The Prime Minister ; 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ; 

The President of the Board of Education ; and 
Members of Parliament. 


THE National Union of Women Teachers asks for consideration of the following protest against the 1933 
Budget proposals on the ground that they constitute a breach of faith with teachers and other public servants 
whose salaries were cut on account of the financial crisis of 1931. 


At that time, when the Education Service was severely restricted in the interests of alleged “‘ Economy,”’ 
the N.U.W.T. lobbied Members of Parliament and pointed out that the measures taken were not only against 
the national interests but were grossly unfair to a body of earnest workers who were called upon to give an addi- 
tional 10 per cent of their salaries at a time when, equally with other citizens, increased income tax was required 
from them : teachers, too, were acknowledged to come within the class of tax-payers which was most hardly 
affected by the alterations made in the assessment of income tax. 


It should be borne in mind that the percentage deducted from teachers’ salaries was proportionately the 
highest required of any public servants. — 


Members of Parliament frequently agreed with the views expressed by members of the N.U.W.T., but 
urged that the cuts were of a temporary nature and were necessary in order that :— 


(a) Great Britain might remain upon the Gold Standard ; 
(b) the Budget might be balanced ; 
(c) industry might be revived and prosperity restored by relieving other tax-payers. 


Unconvinced by these arguments, the N.U.W.T. went on deputation to the Board of Education and 
were assured by the President that the cuts were intended by the Government to be of a temporary nature 
only, and would be restored when the state of the national finances improved. The 1932 Budget was dis- 
appointing in that no change of policy was introduced and no attempt was made to remedy the teachers’ position. 
The 1933 situation is very different in as much as the Chancellor of the Exchequer is prepared to return 
£14,000,000 to taxpayers: this sum is more than sufficient to restore the cuts imposed upon the Education 
Service. Instead, however, of attempting to keep faith with a body of public servants, it is proposed by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer that the brewers and the beer-drinking public shall reap the whole benefit of the 
amount available for return. 


Furthermore, at a time when the Government is sending delegates to Peace Conferences, expenditure on 
War Services is being increased. This is done at the expense of the education, health and happiness of all who 
work in and are dependent on the social services, and the N.U.W.T. considers such administration to be a 
breach of faith and maintains that it is undertaken with complete disregard for justice and for the true welfare 
of the community. 


None of the objects for which teachers’ salaries and educational progress were sacrificed has been attained. 
Britain is off the Gold Standard ; the Budget was not balanced except by raiding the Sinking Fund ; and industry 
far from being revived, is being crippled by the unsound policy of deliberately curtailing the purchasing power 
of the people. 


The National Union of Women Teachers wishes to register an emphatic protest against the policy which 
is being pursued and calls upon the Government, in the interests of justice and public integrity, to restore the 
temporary cuts imposed upon teachers’ salaries and upon the education facilities for the very large majority 
of the children of this country. 
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